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School board bringing Spanish, Mandarin Chinese
to Quakertown students
By Amanda Cregan Correspondent | Posted: Friday, March 13, 2015 5:00 pm
Beginning next school year, all Quakertown
Community elementary students will be taught
Spanish.
At its meeting Thursday night, the school board
reviewed Spanish language curriculum for first
through fifthgrade students across the district’s six
elementary schools.
“We are working very hard to strengthen our world
language department,” said Lisa Hoffman, supervisor
of curriculum and professional development.

Quakertown School District administration
building on Commerce Boulevard.

In September, elementary students will have Spanish class one day of the sixday academic cycle.
Teachers will use the Symtalk program to introduce kids to Spanish.
Other Spanish curriculum programs have been problematic for neighboring schools, but the Upper
Moreland School District, in Montgomery County, has found success in Symtalk’s methods, said
Hoffman.
“It’s a very unique system,” Hoffman said.
Rather than initially learning the grammar surrounding a secondary language, Quakertown’s young
students will learn through picture cards by associating symbols with Spanish words. As they
progress through the elementary grades, kids will learn how to build sentences and use proper
grammar.
It’s not a traditional approach to teaching language in schools, noted Hoffman.
“From the very first lesson, they’re speaking Spanish,” she said.
Also for the first time next year, Quakertown middle and high school students will have the option to
learn Mandarin Chinese in a classroom setting.
Currently, a few high schoolers are learning Mandarin using a Cyber Academy online program.
As they look to hire a Mandarin teacher and prepare the curriculum, district leaders say it’s a
challenge.
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“Many of the textbooks that districts use, or select to use as a resource, aren’t written from the
perspective of an American student,” she said. “They aren’t structured in a familiar way.”
Quakertown officials are considering a textbook series that is among the few introductory textbooks
written for Americans learning Chinese.
The district has applied for a U.S. Department of State grant that would initially pay the Mandarin
teacher’s salary. Even if the grant is awarded, Hoffman said it continues to be a challenge to find
teachers who can teach the subject.
On Thursday night, the Milford Jazz Band performed for the school board and attendees.
The sixth, seventh and eighthgrade jazz band members from Milford Middle School have won a
number of competitions, noted Superintendent William Harner.
“We have the best of the lot in the Bucks County and Montgomery County area with our jazz band,”
he said.
On Sunday, Quakertown Community High School’s jazz band will perform at a regional jazz
competition at Steel Stacks in Bethlehem.
Quakertown’s spring band concert will be held for the public 7:30 p.m. Tuesday at the high school.
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