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6-12 Non-Negotiable Rubric 

Idaho State Department of Education 
 

Each set of materials submitted for adoption will be evaluated first for their alignment to Idaho’s Non-

Negotiable Rubric, adapted from the Publisher’s Criteria for the Common Core State Standards in 

English Language Arts and Literacy. Evaluators will rate each item on the following scale: (1) Meets, 

(0) Does not Meet. In order to measure a program’s adherence to these shifts we have detailed seven 

non-negotiable requirements.  A program must pass each of the requirements in this section of the 

evaluation in order to be considered for approval.  Note: because component programs and 

intervention/resource programs are not necessarily expected to fulfill all standards for a given grade, 

review committees must decide which non-negotiable requirements apply to the intended scope of a 

given program.  The evaluation too can be adapted to the particular scope of an individual program.   
 

SECTION 1: ALIGNMENT TO COMMON CORE STANDARDS 
At the heart of the Common Core Standards is a substantial shift in literacy instruction that demands a focus on high 
quality texts, high-quality text-dependent and text-specific questions, and writing to sources.  The three shifts in 6-12 
literacy instruction include:  

1. Building knowledge through content-rich non-fiction and informational texts 
2. Reading and writing grounded in evidence from text 
3. Regular practice with complex text and its academic vocabulary 

A high quality literacy curriculum aligned with the Common Core State Standards will not be a set of repacked 
mediocre materials, but will reflect a rich and diverse instructional approach fully aligned with these shifts.  
ALIGNMENT TO COMMMON CORE STANDARDS RATING JUSTIFICATION / 

COMMENTS 

I. QUALITY OF TEXT 

NON-NEGOTIABLE: Range of Text: Reading 

selections in the submission are high quality with an appropriate 

balance of instructional time for both non-fiction/informational 
and fictional texts.  

1 – MEET 
0 – DOES NOT MEET 

 

NON-NEGOTIABLE: Complexity of Text: The 

submission exhibits concrete evidence that research-based 
quantitative and qualitative measures have been used in 
selection of complex texts that align to the standards. Further, 
submission will include a demonstrable staircase of text 
complexity as materials progress across grade bands.  

1 – MEET 
0 – DOES NOT MEET 

 

NON-NEGOTIABLE 3: Sufficient Practice in 

Reading Complex Texts: The submission provides all 

students, including those who are below grade level, with 
extensive opportunities to encounter and comprehend grade-

level complex text as required by the standards.   

1 – MEET 

0 – DOES NOT MEET 
 

II. QUALITY OF QUESITONS & TASKS  

NON-NEGOTIABLE 4: Focus on the text is the 

center of a high percentage of lessons:  Significant 

pre-reading activities and suggested approaches to teacher 
scaffolding are highly focused and begin with the text itself.  

Pre-reading activities should be minimal compared to actual 
reading instruction.   

1 – MEET 

0 – DOES NOT MEET 
 

NON-NEGOTIALBLE 5: Text Dependent & Text 
Specific Questions:  There are a high percentage of 

questions in the submission that are of high-quality text-
dependent & text specific questions.  The overwhelming majority 
of questions are text-specific and draw student attention to the 
particulars in the text.  

1 – MEET 
0 – DOES NOT MEET 

 

III. WRITING 

NON-NEGOTIALBLE 6: Writing to Sources:  Written and 

oral tasks at all grade levels require students to confront the 
text directly, to draw on textual evidence, and to support valid 
inferences from the text.  Narrative writing need not be evidence 
based.  

1 – MEET 
0 – DOES NOT MEET 

 

IV. Academic Vocabulary  

NON-NEGOTIALBLE 7: Materials focus on academic 

vocabulary prevalent in complex text throughout: Reading, 
Writing, Speaking and Listening, and Language. 

1 – MEET 
0 – DOES NOT MEET 
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CCSS ELA/Literacy Standards Alignment Reading: Literature    Grade: Seven 

Title of Textbook and Publisher _Mirrors & Windows: Connecting with Literature Common Core State 

Standards Edition Level II, EMC Publishing__  
Date of Copyright __2012___ 

 
Standards Alignment Evaluation Rubric 
 
0 = No Alignment– Not Evident: ELA/Literacy content as described in the Standards is not evident. 
 
.5 = Partial Alignment- Partially Evident: ELA/Literacy content as described in the Standards is partially evident 

and there are few gaps.   
 
1 = High Alignment – Clearly Evident: ELA/Literacy content is fully aligned as described in the Standards and 

repeatedly included to guarantee extensive opportunities for students to work with the content.  Alignment is 
clearly evident.  

 
N/A = Not applicable for standard. 

     CCSS ELA/Literacy           Grade Seven 

Reading Literature (RL) 
Chapters and/or Page #s/ 

Comments  

Point 
Value 

0/.5/1  

Key Ideas and Details 

1. Read closely to determine what 
the text says explicitly and make 
logical inferences from it: cite 
specific textual evidence when 
writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

1. Cite several pieces of textual 
evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

This objective is addressed 

throughout. See, for example: 

ATE: 11, 15, 28, 47, 55, 62, 71, 

84, 104, 150, 152, 161, 175, 

189, 198, 211, 218, 263, 

279, 290, 311, 316, 320, 

339, 351, 468, 472, 479, 

483, 489, 494, 500, 504, 

509, 514, 517, 542, 546, 

556, 560, 570, 575, 579, 

583, 621, 692, 732, 736, 

737, 763, 769, 775, 785, 

791, 795 

 

1 

2. Determine central ideas or themes 

of a text and analyze their 

development; summarize the key 
supporting details and ideas. 

2. Determine a theme or central 

idea of a text and analyze its 

development over the course of the 
text; provide an objective summary 
of the text. 

ATE: 15, 153, 154, 156, 157, 158, 

159, 161, 177, 218, 466, 

467, 491, 557, 568, 570, 

621, 733, 736, 791 

1 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, 
events, and ideas develop and 

interact over the course of a text.  

3. Analyze how particular elements 
of a story or drama interact (e.g., 

how setting shapes the characters or 
plot). 

ATE: 11, 14, 18, 30, 35, 36, 40, 

189, 611, 616 

1 

Craft and Structure 

4. Interpret words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, including 
determining technical, connotative, 
and figurative meanings, and 
analyze how specific word choices 
shape meaning or tone. 

4. Determine the meaning of words 

and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the 
impact of rhymes and other 
repetitions of sounds (e.g., 
alliteration) on a specific verse or 

stanza of a poem or section of a 
story or drama. 

ATE: 73, 154, 160, 191, 198, 199, 

475, 476, 479, 481, 482, 483, 

485, 557, 560 

1 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, 
including how specific sentences, 

paragraphs, and larger portions of 
the text (e.g., a section, chapter, 

scene, or stanza) relate to each 
other and the whole. 

5. Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s 
form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, 

sonnet) contributes to its meaning. 

ATE: 223, 475, 476, 477, 479, 483, 

491, 494, 515, 517, 576, 578 

1 

6. Assess how point of view or 
purpose shapes the content and 
style of a text. 

6. Analyze how an author develops 
and contrasts the points of view of 
different characters or narrators in a 

text. 

ATE: 141, 142, 152, 468, 481, 560, 

568, 570, 747, 749, 753, 765, 

767 

1 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

7. Integrate and evaluate content 
presented in diverse media and 

formats, including visually and 
quantitatively, as well as in words. 

7. Compare and contrast a written 
story, drama, or poem to its audio, 

filmed, staged, or multimedia 
version, analyzing the effects of 
techniques unique to each medium 
(e.g., lighting, sound, color, or 
camera focus and angles in a film). 

The opportunity to address this 

objective is available. See, for 

example: 

ATE: 246-247, 494, 650, 692 

.5 

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and 

specific claims in a text, including the validity 
of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 

sufficiency of the evidence. 

8. (Not applicable to literature)   
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9. Analyze how two or more texts 
address similar themes or topics in 

order to build knowledge or to 
compare the approaches the 

authors take. 

9. Compare and contrast a fictional 
portrayal of a time, place, or 

character and a historical account of 
the same period as a means of 

understanding how authors of 
fiction use or alter history. 

ATE: 27, 62, 174, 334, 339, 350, 

405, 643 

1 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

10. Read and comprehend complex 
literary and informational texts 
independently and proficiently. 

10.By the end of the year, read 
and comprehend literature, 
including stories, dramas, and 
poems, in the grades 6–8 text 
complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high 

end of the range. 

This objective is addressed 

throughout. See, for example: 

ATE: 105-110, 111-124, 125, 220-

223, 224-236, 237, 352-355, 

356-360, 361, 518, 520, 523, 

584, 586, 588, 591, 593, 694-

708, 709, 796-802, 803-804, 

805-814 

 

1 

CCSS ELA/Literacy Standards Alignment Reading: Informational Text     Grade: Seven 

Title of Textbook and Publisher _Mirrors & Windows: Connecting with Literature Common Core State 

Standards Edition, Level II, EMC Publishing__  
Date of Copyright __2012___ 

 
Standards Alignment Evaluation Rubric 
 
0 = No Alignment– Not Evident: ELA/Literacy content as described in the Standards is not evident. 
 
.5 = Partial Alignment- Partially Evident: ELA/Literacy content as described in the Standards is partially evident 

and there are few gaps.   
 
1 = High Alignment – Clearly Evident: ELA/Literacy content is fully aligned as described in the Standards and 

repeatedly included to guarantee extensive opportunities for students to work with the content.  Alignment is 
clearly evident.  

 
N/A = Not applicable for standard. 

CCSS ELA/Informational Text         Grade Seven 

Reading Informational Text  (RI) 
Chapters and/or Page #s/ 

Comments  

Point 
Value 

0/.5/1   

Key Ideas and Details 

1. Read closely to determine what 

the text says explicitly and make 
logical inferences from it: cite 
specific textual evidence when 
writing or speaking to support 
conclusions drawn from the text. 

1. Cite several pieces of textual 

evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

ATE: 263, 267, 268, 279, 295, 339, 

355, 385, 387, 393, 395, 402, 

406, 411, 414, 420, 422, 442, 

446 

1 

2. Determine central ideas or themes 
of a text and analyze their 
development; summarize the key 
supporting details and ideas. 

2. Determine two or more central 
ideas in a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the 
text; provide an objective summary 
of the text. 

ATE: 317, 328, 346, 351, 358, 405, 

424, 425, 426, 430 

 

 

1 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, 

events, and ideas develop and 
interact over the course of a text.  

3. Analyze the interactions between 

individuals, events, and ideas in a 
text (e.g., how ideas influence 
individuals or events, or how 
individuals influence ideas or 
events). 

ATE: 268, 269, 270, 272, 274, 275, 

309, 316, 332, 402, 424, 425, 

426, 430 

 

1 

Craft and Structure 

4. Interpret words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, including 
determining technical, connotative, 
and figurative meanings, and 

analyze how specific word choices 
shape meaning or tone. 

4. Determine the meaning of words 

and phrases as they are used in a 

text, including figurative, 

connotative, and technical meanings; 

analyze the impact of a specific word 

choice on meaning and tone. 

ATE: 257, 259, 261, 263, 284, 287, 

290, 309, 312, 317, 320, 330, 

336, 340, 343, 408, 415, 417, 

422, 436 

1 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, 
including how specific sentences, 
paragraphs, and larger portions of 

the text (e.g., a section, chapter, 
scene, or stanza) relate to each 
other and the whole. 

5. Analyze the structure an author 
uses to organize a text, including 
how the major sections contribute 

to the whole and to the 
development of the ideas. 

ATE: 259, 311, 317, 319, 348, 351, 

385, 396, 398, 400, 401 

1 

6. Assess how point of view or 
purpose shapes the content and 

style of a text. 

6. Determine an author’s point of 
view or purpose in a text and 

analyze how the author 
distinguishes his or her position 
from that of others. 

ATE: 261, 262, 263, 282, 286, 302, 

312, 314, 316, 324, 350, 354, 

355, 394, 399, 405, 427, 430, 

431, 438, 747, 765, 826 

1 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
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7. Integrate and evaluate content 
presented in diverse media and 

formats, including visually and 
quantitatively, as well as in words. 

7. Compare and contrast a text to an 
audio, video, or multimedia version 

of the text, analyzing each medium’s 
portrayal of the subject (e.g., how 

the delivery of a speech affects the 
impact of the words). 

ATE: 316, 414 

 

 

 

1 

8. Delineate and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a 

text, including the validity of the 
reasoning as well as the relevance 
and sufficiency of the evidence. 

8. Trace and evaluate the argument 
and specific claims in a text, 

assessing whether the reasoning is 
sound and the evidence is relevant 
and sufficient to support the claims. 

ATE: 265, 269, 271, 279, 291, 293, 

294, 295, 380, 396, 401 

1 

9. Analyze how two or more texts 
address similar themes or topics in 
order to build knowledge or to 

compare the approaches the 
authors take. 

9. Analyze how two or more authors 
writing about the same topic shape 
their presentations of key 

information by emphasizing 
different evidence or advancing 
different interpretations of facts. 

ATE: 278, 311, 395, 405, 430 

 
 

1 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

10. Read and comprehend complex 
literary and informational texts 
independently and proficiently. 

10. By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction in the 
grades 6–8 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as 

needed at the high end of the range. 

This objective is addressed 

throughout. See, for example: 

ATE: 26-27, 98-103, 173-174, 257-

263, 265-276, 312-316, 340-

347, 352-355, 356-360, 396-

402, 403-405, 415-420, 440-

442, 447, 513-514, 564-565, 

642-643, 709 

 

1 

 

CCSS ELA/Literacy Standards Alignment Reading: Foundational Skills     Grade: Seven 

Title of Textbook and Publisher _Mirrors & Windows: Connecting with Literature Common Core State 
Standards Edition, Level II, EMC Publishing__  
Date of Copyright __2012___ 

 
Standards Alignment Evaluation Rubric 
 
0 = No Alignment– Not Evident: ELA/Literacy content as described in the Standards is not evident. 
 
.5 = Partial Alignment- Partially Evident: ELA/Literacy content as described in the Standards is partially evident 

and there are few gaps.   
 
1 = High Alignment – Clearly Evident: ELA/Literacy content is fully aligned as described in the Standards and 

repeatedly included to guarantee extensive opportunities for students to work with the content.  Alignment is 
clearly evident.  

 
N/A = Not applicable for standard. 

CCSS ELA/Foundational Skills  Grade Seven 

Foundational Skills  (RF) 
Chapters and/or Page #s/ 

Comments  

Point 
Value 

0/.5/1   

Print Concepts  
There are no Anchor Standards for 
Reading Foundational Skills  

   

Phonological Awareness   
There are no Anchor Standards for 
Reading Foundational Skills 

   

Phonics and Word Recognition 

There are no Anchor Standards for 
Reading Foundational Skills 

   

Fluency  
There are no Anchor Standards for 
Reading Foundational Skills 

 
 

  

       CCSS ELA/Writing         Grade Seven 

Writing  (W) 
Chapters and/or Page #s/ 

Comments  
Point 
Value 

0/.5/1 

  

Text Types and Purposes  
1. Write arguments to support claims 

in an analysis of substantive topics 
or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 

1. Write arguments to support claims 

with clear reasons and relevant 

evidence. 

a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge 

alternate or opposing claims, and 

organize the reasons and evidence 

logically. 

b. Support claim(s) with logical 

ATE: 62, 84, 236, 316, 395, 509, 

575, 710-715, 718, 775 

 

1 
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reasoning and relevant evidence, 

using accurate, credible sources and 

demonstrating an understanding of 

the topic or text. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses 

to create cohesion and clarify the 

relationships among claim(s), 

reasons, and evidence. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal 

style. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or 

section that follows from and 

supports the argument presented. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or 

section that follows from and 

supports the argument presented. 

2. Write informative/explanatory 
texts to examine and convey 
complex ideas and information 
clearly and accurately through the 

effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 

2. Write informative/explanatory 

texts to examine a topic and convey 

ideas, concepts, and information 

through the selection, organization, 

and analysis of relevant content. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly, 

previewing what is to follow; 

organize ideas, concepts, and 

information, using strategies such as 

definition, classification, 

comparison/contrast, and 

cause/effect; include formatting 

(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 

charts, tables), and multimedia when 

useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant 

facts, definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other information and 

examples. 

c. Use appropriate transitions to 

create cohesion and clarify the 

relationships among ideas and 

concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-

specific vocabulary to inform about 

or explain the topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal 

style. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or 

section that follows from and 

supports the information or 

explanation presented. 

ATE: 15, 104, 124, 126-131, 134, 

161, 175, 189, 198, 218, 279, 

290, 320, 339, 362-367, 370, 

406, 448-453, 456, 504, 524-

529, 532, 546, 556, 560, 570, 

583, 667, 692, 785, 795 

 

1 

3. Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events 
using effective technique, well-
chosen details, and well-structured 

event sequences. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or 

imagined experiences or events 

using effective technique, relevant 

descriptive details, and well-

structured event sequences. 

a. Engage and orient the reader by 

establishing a context and point of 

view and introducing a 

narrator and/or characters; organize 

an event sequence that unfolds 

naturally and logically. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as 

dialogue, pacing, and description, to 

develop experiences, events, and/or 

characters. 

c. Use a variety of transition words, 

phrases, and clauses to convey 

sequence and signal shifts from one 

time frame or setting to another. 

d. Use precise words and phrases, 

relevant descriptive details, and 

sensory language to capture the 

action and convey experiences and 

ATE: 28, 71, 115, 175, 180, 218, 

239, 240, 241, 242, 243, 279, 

320, 414, 483, 494, 560, 579, 

595, 596, 598, 599, 602, 679, 

769 

 

1 
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events. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows 

from and reflects on the narrated 

experiences or events. 
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Production and Distribution of Writing 

4. Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 

4. Produce clear and coherent 

writing in which the development,  

organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and 

audience. (Grade-specific 

expectations for writing types are 

defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

ATE: 126-131, 238-245, 362-367, 

448-453, 524-529, 594-599, 

710-715, 820-827 

1 

5. Develop and strengthen writing 
as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach. 

5. With some guidance and support 

from peers and adults, develop and 

strengthen writing as needed by 

planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach, focusing 

on how well purpose and audience 

have been addressed. (Editing for 

conventions should demonstrate 

command of Language standards 1–

3 up to and including grade 7 on 

page 52.) 

ATE: 127-130, 239-242, 363-366, 

449-452, 525-528, 595-598, 

711-714, 821-824 

1 

6. Use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce and publish 
writing and to interact and 
collaborate with others. 

6. Use technology, including the 

Internet, to produce and publish 

writing and link to and cite sources 

as well as to interact and collaborate 

with others, including linking to and 

citing sources. 

ATE: 62, 130, 175, 242, 339, 366, 

452, 528, 598, 714, 769, 823-

824 

Additional information related to 

this standard can be found in the 

following Handbook pages: 918-

922 

 

1 

Research to Build and present Knowledge  
7. Conduct short as well as more 
sustained research projects based 
on focused questions, 
demonstrating understanding of the 
subject under investigation. 

7. Conduct short research projects to 

answer a question, drawing on 

several sources and generating 

additional related, focused questions 

for further research and 

investigation. 

ATE: 27, 71, 175, 198, 236, 290, 

314, 406, 431, 468, 500, 667, 

685, 686, 692, 745, 785, 820-

827, 830 

1 

8. Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, 
assess the credibility and accuracy 
of each source, and integrate the 
information while avoiding 

plagiarism. 

8. Gather relevant information from 

multiple print and digital sources, 

using search terms effectively; 

assess the credibility and accuracy of 

each source; and quote or 

paraphrase the data and conclusions 

of others while avoiding plagiarism 

and following a standard format for 

citation. 

ATE: 61, 71, 198, 231, 290, 343, 

380, 406, 431, 468, 500, 667, 

685, 686, 821, 822, 823, 824, 

827 

1 

9. Draw evidence from literary or 

informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 

9. Draw evidence from literary or 

informational texts to support 

analysis, reflection, and research. 

a. Apply grade 7 Reading standards 

to literature (e.g., “Compare and 

contrast a fictional portrayal of a 

time, place, or character and a 

historical account of the same period 

as a means of understanding how 

authors of fiction use or alter 

history”). 

b. Apply grade 7 Reading standards 

to literary nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and 

evaluate the argument and specific 

claims in a text, assessing whether 

the reasoning is sound and the 

evidence is relevant and sufficient to 

support the claims”). 

ATE: 27, 62, 104, 198, 211, 279, 

291, 293, 294, 295, 311, 388, 

396, 406, 414, 489, 556, 643, 

644 

 

1 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

10. Write routinely over extended 
time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day 

or two) for a range of tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

10. Write routinely over extended 
time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day 

or two) for a range of discipline-

specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 

ATE: 126-131, 161, 189, 238-245, 

279, 290, 316, 362-367, 448-

453, 524-529, 570, 575, 594-

599, 644, 692, 710-715, 785, 

795, 820-827 

1 
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CCSS ELA/Literacy Standards Alignment Reading: Speaking & Listening Grade: Seven 

Title of Textbook and Publisher _Mirrors & Windows: Connecting with Literature Common Core State 

Standards Edition Level II, EMC Publishing__  
Date of Copyright __2012___ 

Standards Alignment Evaluation Rubric 
 
0 = No Alignment– Not Evident: ELA/Literacy content as described in the Standards is not evident. 
 
.5 = Partial Alignment- Partially Evident: ELA/Literacy content as described in the Standards is partially evident and there are 

few gaps.   
 
1 = High Alignment – Clearly Evident: ELA/Literacy content is fully aligned as described in the Standards and repeatedly included 

to guarantee extensive opportunities for students to work with the content.  Alignment is clearly evident.  
 

N/A = Not applicable for standard. 

CCSS ELA/Speaking and Listening    Grade Seven 

Speaking and Listening (SL) 
Chapters and/or Page #s/ 

Comments  

Point 

Value 
0/.5/1   

Comprehension and Collaboration   
1. Prepare for and participate 
effectively in a range of 
conversations and collaborations 

with diverse partners, building on 
others‟ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly and persuasively. 

1. Engage effectively in a range of 

collaborative discussions (one-on-

one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 

diverse partners on grade 7 topics, 

texts, and issues, building on others’ 

ideas and expressing their own 

clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, 

having read or researched material 

under study; explicitly draw on that 

preparation by referring to evidence 

on the topic, text, or issue to probe 

and reflect on ideas under 

discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial 

discussions, track progress toward 

specific goals and deadlines, and 

define individual roles as needed. 

c. Pose questions that elicit 

elaboration and respond to others’ 

questions and comments with 

relevant observations and ideas that 

bring the discussion back on topic as 

needed. 

d. Acknowledge new information 

expressed by others and, when 

warranted, modify their own views. 

ATE: 47, 103, 104, 197, 211, 290, 

316, 413, 442, 468, 479, 494, 

509, 517, 519, 542, 546, 556, 

570, 583, 641, 644, 737, 785, 

802 

 

1 

2. Integrate and evaluate 

information presented in diverse 
media and formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

2. Analyze the main ideas and 

supporting details presented in 

diverse media and formats (e.g., 

visually, quantitatively, orally) and 

explain how the ideas clarify a topic, 

text, or issue under study. 

ATE: 79, 279, 351, 377, 390, 392, 

395, 401, 406, 431, 454, 455 

1 

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, 

reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric. 

3. Delineate a speaker’s argument 

and specific claims, evaluating the 

soundness of the reasoning and the 

relevance and sufficiency of the 

evidence. 

ATE: 159, 279, 351, 377, 401, 406, 

431, 716-717 

1 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas  
4. Present information, findings, and 
supporting evidence such that 

listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning and the organization, 
development, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 

4. Present claims and findings, 

emphasizing salient points in a 

focused, coherent manner with 

pertinent descriptions, facts, details, 

and examples; use appropriate eye 

contact, adequate volume, and clear 

pronunciation. 

ATE: 132-133, 159, 246-247, 368-

369, 454-455, 530-531, 600-

601, 716-717, 828-829 

1 

5. Make strategic use of digital 

media and visual displays of data to 
express information and enhance 

understanding of presentations. 

5. Include multimedia components 

and visual displays in presentations 

to clarify claims and findings and 

emphasize salient points. 

ATE: 311, 314, 369, 454-455, 468, 

531, 667, 829 

1 
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6. Adapt speech to a variety of 
contexts and communicative tasks, 

demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or 

appropriate. 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of 

contexts and tasks, demonstrating 

command of formal English when 

indicated or appropriate. (See grade 

7 Language standards 1 and 3 on 

page 52 for specific expectations.) 

ATE: 132-133, 246-247, 368-369, 

454-455, 530-531, 600-601, 

716-717, 828-829 

1 

 

CCSS ELA/Literacy Standards Alignment Reading: Language      Grade: Seven 

Title of Textbook and Publisher _Mirrors & Windows: Connecting with Literature Common Core State 

Standards Edition Level II, EMC Publishing__  
Date of Copyright __2012___ 

 
Standards Alignment Evaluation Rubric 
 
0 = No Alignment– Not Evident: ELA/Literacy content as described in the Standards is not evident. 
 
.5 = Partial Alignment- Partially Evident: ELA/Literacy content as described in the Standards is partially evident 

and there are few gaps.   
 
1 = High Alignment – Clearly Evident: ELA/Literacy content is fully aligned as described in the Standards and 

repeatedly included to guarantee extensive opportunities for students to work with the content.  Alignment is 
clearly evident.  

 
N/A = Not applicable for standard.  

          CCSS ELA/ Language            Grade Seven 

Language (L) 
Chapters and/or Page #s/ 

Comments  
Point 
Value 

0/.5/1 

Conventions of Standard English   
1. Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

1. Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard English 

grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking. 

a. Explain the function of phrases 

and clauses in general and their 

function in specific sentences. 

b. Choose among simple, compound, 

complex, and compound-complex 

sentences to signal differing 

relationships among ideas. 

c. Place phrases and clauses within a 
sentence, recognizing and correcting 
misplaced and dangling modifiers. 

ATE: 130, 162, 167, 190, 264, 327, 

347, 389, 427, 543, 753, 755, 

764, 776, 801 

  

1 

2. Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 

2. Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 

a. Use a comma to separate 

coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a 

fascinating, enjoyable movie but not 

He wore an old[,] green shirt). 

b. Spell correctly. 

ATE: 130, 366, 452, 528, 567, 598, 

714 

1 

Knowledge of Language   
3. Apply knowledge of language to 

understand how language functions 
in different contexts, to make 
effective choices for meaning or 
style, and to comprehend more fully 
when reading or listening. 
 

3. Use knowledge of language and 

its conventions when writing, 

speaking, reading, or listening. 

a. Choose language that expresses 
ideas precisely and concisely, 
recognizing and eliminating 
wordiness and redundancy. 

ATE: 130, 243, 366, 452, 530, 598, 

714, 810 

1 
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Vocabulary Acquisition and Use  
4. Determine or clarify the meaning 

of unknown and multiple-meaning 

words and phrases by using context 

clues, analyzing meaningful word 

parts, and consulting general and 

specialized reference materials, as 

appropriate. 

4. Determine or clarify the meaning 

of unknown and multiple-meaning 

words and phrases based on grade 7 

reading and content, choosing 

flexibly from a range of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall 

meaning of a sentence or paragraph; 

a word’s position or function in a 

sentence) as a clue to the meaning 

of a word or phrase. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate 

Greek or Latin affixes and roots as 

clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., 

belligerent, bellicose, rebel). 

c. Consult general and specialized 

reference materials (e.g., 

dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, 

to find the pronunciation of a word 

or determine or clarify its precise 

meaning or its part of speech. 

d. Verify the preliminary 
determination of the meaning of a 
word or phrase (e.g., by checking 
the inferred meaning in context or in 

a dictionary). 

ATE: 43, 73, 154, 160, 176, 199, 

204, 229, 257, 259, 280, 284, 

287, 309, 312, 329, 331, 340, 

387, 415, 417, 423, 445, 484, 

485, 668, 681, 746, 817 

 

Additional information related to 

this standard can be found in the 

following Handbook pages: 842-

843 

 

 

 

1 

5. Demonstrate understanding of 
word relationships and nuances in 
word meanings. 

5. Demonstrate understanding of 

figurative language, word 

relationships, and nuances in word 

meanings. 

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., 

literary, biblical, and mythological 

allusions) in context. 

b. Use the relationship between 

particular words (e.g., 

synonym/antonym, analogy) to 

better understand each of the words. 

c. Distinguish among the 
connotations (associations) of words 
with similar denotations (definitions) 
(e.g., refined, respectful, polite, 
diplomatic, condescending). 

ATE: 16, 415, 469, 471, 472, 484, 

505, 509, 561, 746, 715, 752, 

792, 795 

  

1 

6. Acquire and use accurately a 
range of general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases 
sufficient for reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening at the 

college and career readiness level; 
demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge 
when encountering an unknown 

term important to comprehension or 
expression. 

6. Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases; 
gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase 

important to comprehension or 
expression. 

ATE: 16, 21, 37, 67, 77, 89, 96, 

117, 148, 176, 280, 284, 287, 

309, 329, 367, 387, 417, 423, 

484, 561, 668, 746, 812, 817 

1 
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STOP 
 
Please double check the material’s 
alignment to standards.   
 
 
Alignment to CCSS: _____%  
 

 
**If the material aligns to the CCSS with at 
least an 80% please move on to step 2: 
Material Analysis.  If the material has less 
than an 80%, CCSS alignment please notify 
your team leader.   
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Material Analysis:  

 

Student Focus  
Point 

Value 
Comments/Examples 

0 = Not Evident  .5 = Partially Evident  1 = Clearly Evident  
N/A = Not applicable for standard. 

  

1. The material supports the sequential and cumulative development of 

foundational skills. Those skills are necessary for a student’s 

independent comprehension of grade-level complex texts and mastery 

of tasks called for by the standards. 

1 EMC Mirrors & Windows, 

Level II supports the 

development of foundational 

skills. The Analyze Literature 

and Extend Understanding 

features allow students to 

develop mastery of the 

standards. See the following 

pages for examples: 9, 55, 180, 

388, 542, 621, 692, 745 

 

2. The material provides many and varied opportunities for students to 

work with each standard within the grade level. 

1 The After Reading activities, 

Writing Workshop, and the 

Speaking and Listening 

Workshop provide students the 

opportunity to work with each 

standard in the grade level. See 

the following pages for 

examples: 15, 126-131, 211, 

246-247, 295, 362-367, 514, 

556, 600-601, 710-715 

 

3. The material reflects the progression of the strands and how they build 

within and across the grades in a logical way.   This enables students 

to develop and demonstrate their independent capacity to read and 

write at the appropriate level of complexity and sophistication 

indicated by the standards. 

1 Scaffolded instruction with the 

gradual release of responsibility 

model is applied within each 

unit and across the grades. The 

reading support throughout the 

unit progresses from guided to 

directed to independent reading. 

See the following pages for 

examples: T18-T19, 18, 21, 28, 

265, 268, 320, 466, 467, 468 

 

4. The material engages the reader, i.e. does it correspond with age 

appropriate interests?   

1 Mirrors & Windows, Level II 

provides a variety of engaging 

age-appropriate texts. See the 

following pages for examples: 

61-62, 224-236, 313-315, 476-

477, 548-549, 624-643, 728-751 

 

5. The material cross-refers and integrates with other subjects in related 

areas of the curriculum.  

1 Students are provided the 

opportunity to connect with 

other subjects such as science, 

social studies, and culture in the 

Connection feature. See the 

following pages for examples: 

69, 79, 148, 203, 272, 314, 400, 

478, 550, 634, 751 

 

6. The material includes strategies and textual content that are grade 

appropriate. 

1 Mirrors & Windows, Level II 

Includes grade appropriate 

strategies and content. The 

During Reading feature allows 

students to experience different 

reading strategies. See the 

following pages for examples: 

22, 150, 267, 268, 385, 619, 736 

 

7. The material has a balance of text types and lengths that encourage 

close, in-depth reading and rereading, analysis, comparison, and 

synthesis of texts.  

1 Students compare and analyze 

many text types and lengths in 

the Text-to-Text Connections 

and Comparing Literature 

features. See the following 

pages for examples: 84, 85, 191, 

289, 322, 387, 408, 499, 505, 

547, 643, 687, 777 
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8. The material includes sufficient supplementary activities or 

assignments that are appropriately integrated into the text. 
1 

Mirrors & Windows, Level II 

provides sufficient assignments 

and activities for students. See 

the following pages for 

examples: 16, 62, 161, 264, 316, 

395, 517, 543, 570, 583, 668, 

737 

 

9. The material has activities and assignments that develop problem-

solving skills and foster synthesis and inquiry at both an individual 

and group level.  

1 The After Reading activities in 

Mirrors & Windows, Level II 

develop problem-solving skills, 

synthesis, and inquiry. See the 

following pages for examples: 

28, 104, 152, 180, 279, 388, 

504, 546, 644, 745 

 

10. The material has activities and assignments that reflect varied learning 

styles of students. 

1 Varied styles, such a Auditory, 

Kinesthetic and Visual learning, 

are addressed in the 

Differentiated Instruction 

feature. See the following pages 

for examples: 40, 94, 170, 240, 

284, 344, 392, 434, 552, 618, 

629, 678, 742 

 

11. The material includes appropriate instructional strategies.  

1 The Reading Model feature 

focuses on instruction for 

students before, during, and 

after reading. See the following 

pages for examples: T30-T31, 8, 

256, 464, 610, 726 

 

 Pedagogical Approach Point 

Value 
Comments/Examples 0 = Not Evident  .5 = Partially Evident  1 = Clearly Evident  

N/A = Not applicable for standard. 

12. The material offers strategies for teachers to meet the needs of a range 

of learners, including advanced students and those requiring 

remediation. 
1 

Teachers can tailor their 

teaching to a range of learners 

with the Differentiated 

Instruction and Exceeding the 

Standards components and in 

the Unit Visual Planning 

Guides. See the following pages 

for examples: T22, T26, 2C-2D, 

20, 51, 150, 278, 326, 434, 498, 

559, 678, 754 

 

13. The material provides suggestions for scaffolding that support the 

comprehension of grade-level text without replacing students’ 

opportunities for full and regular encounters with grade-level complex 

texts.  Removing the scaffolding over the course of the materials is 

encouraged.  

1 

Mirrors & Windows scaffolded 

reading support develops 

independent reading skills with 

before, during, and after reading 

strategies. See the following 

pages for examples: T2, 141, 

147, 152, 265, 267, 279, 469, 

471, 472, 611, 613, 621, 727, 

730, 732 

 

14. The material provides opportunities for supporting English language 

learners to regularly and actively participate with grade-level text. 
1 

English language learners are 

provided opportunities to 

actively participate with the text 

in the Differentiated Instruction 

feature. See the following pages 

for examples: T22,52, 102, 156, 

202, 272, 346, 394, 450, 497, 

534, 598, 649, 762 

 

15. The material offers texts representing a wide array of cultures and 

experiences, allowing students opportunities to learn about situations 

similar to and different from their own personal experiences. 

1 

Mirrors & Windows includes 

culturally diverse texts and 

offers students the chance to 

relate with different cultures 

through the Unit Overview and 

Cultural Connections. See the 

following pages for examples: 

139, 272, 461, 478, 550, 691, 

789 
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16. The material provides a balanced representation of points of view 

regarding issues such as race, gender, religion, environment, business, 

industry, political orientation, careers and career choices. 
1 

A variety of viewpoints on 

many issues are expressed 

throughout Mirrors & Windows, 

Level II in the Connections 

features. See the following 

pages for examples: 69, 79, 148, 

203, 272, 285, 314, 400, 478, 

550, 578, 634, 691, 741 

 

17. The material gives clear and concise instruction to teachers and 

students.  It is easy to navigate and understand.  
1 

Mirrors & Windows, Level II 

gives clear, easy-to-follow 

instructions for both students 

and teachers in features such as 

Teach the Model, Teaching 

Notes, and Reading Model. See 

the following pages for 

examples: 19, 31, 42, 111, 143, 

173, 256, 353, 379, 400, 471, 

477, 609, 726, 796 

 

18. The material assesses students at a variety of knowledge levels (e.g., 

recall, inferencing/analyzing, reasoning, problem solving) centered on 

grade-level texts that are clearly aligned and measureable against the 

expectations of the CCSS. 

1 

Different levels of knowledge 

are applied throughout Mirrors 

& Windows, Level II. The 

Before, During, and After 

Reading features allow students 

to practice the progressing 

skills. See the following pages 

for examples: 141, 157, 161, 

199, 211, 265, 268, 279, 375, 

379, 383, 388, 539, 541, 542, 

727, 730, 732 

 

19. The material offers ongoing, easily implemented, and varied 

assessments.  

 Assessments should clearly denote which standards are being 

emphasized.  They should also include aligned rubrics and scoring 

guidelines that provide sufficient guidance to teachers for 

interpreting student performance and suggestions for follow-up. 

1 

Each Unit in the textbook offers 

a fully developed Test Practice 

Workshop correlated to the 

English Language Arts 

Common Core State Standards 

in reading, writing, and revising 

and editing. The Assessment 

Guide booklet includes lesson 

tests and unit exams, oral 

reading fluency tests and 

formative reading surveys 

correlated to the CCSS and 

accompanied by rubrics that 

prescribe remediation activities 

provided in the program. See the 

following pages for examples: 

T4, T25, 134-137, 248-251, 

370-373, 456-459, 532-535, 

602-605, 718-721, 830-833 
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Technology Point 

Value 
Comments/Examples 0 = Not Evident  .5 = Partially Evident  1 = Clearly Evident  

N/A = Not applicable for standard. 

20. The material includes or references technology that provides teachers 

with additional tasks for students. 
1 

Teachers are provided many 

opportunities to incorporate 

technology into their lessons 

with the Program Resources. 

See the following pages for 

examples: 64, 125, 178, 213, 

292, 341, 379, 416, 486, 503, 

545, 586, 624, 670, 728, 787 

 

21. The material includes guidance for the mindful use of embedded 

technology to support and enhance student learning. 
1 

Students are given the 

opportunity to enhance their 

learning through 

www.mirrorsandwindows.com 

during the Extend 

Understanding and Analyze and 

Extend activities. See the 

following pages for examples: 

47, 110, 152, 211, 263, 316, 

339, 388, 414, 489, 546, 583, 

626, 737 

 

Presentation and Design Point 

Value 
Comments/Examples 0 = Not Evident  .5 = Partially Evident  1 = Clearly Evident  

N/A = Not applicable for standard. 

22. The material has an aesthetically appealing appearance (attractive, 

inviting). 
1 

Mirrors & Windows has a well 

laid out format and appearance. 

The visuals and structure of the 

text are eye-catching and 

appealing. See the following 

pages for examples: 40, 93, 164, 

224, 266, 304-305, 392, 476-

477, 586, 624, 734 

 

23. The material has headings and sub-headings that make it easy to 

navigate through the book. 
1 

Throughout Mirrors & 

Windows, Level II there are 

headings and sub-headings for 

selections and activities that 

make navigating the text easy 

for students. See the following 

pages for examples: 30, 85, 127, 

197, 246-247, 348, 390, 469, 

496-497, 693, 765 

 

24. The material uses a language/reading level suitable for the intended 

readers. 
1 

Mirrors & Windows offers a 

Scope & Sequence Guide at the 

beginning of each unit that 

includes the reading levels of 

the various texts. See the 

following pages for examples: 

2E-2H, 138E-138H, 252G-252J, 

374E-374H, 460G-460J, 536E-

536J, 606E-606H, 722E-722H 

 

25. The material has a reasonable and appropriate balance between text 

and illustration. The material has grade-appropriate font size. 
1 

The text and illustrations 

throughout Mirrors &Windows, 

Level II are well-balanced and 

the font is appropriate for the 

grade level. See the following 

pages for examples: 10-11, 50-

51, 98, 184-185, 304-305, 403, 

486-487, 588-589, 673, 752-753 

 

26. The illustrations clearly cross-reference the text, are directly relevant 

to the content (not simply decorative), and promote thinking, 

discussion, and problem solving.  

1 

There are numerous illustrations 

featured throughout Mirrors & 

Windows, Level II that add 

context to the passages, 

promoting students’ thinking 

and discussion. See the 

following pages for examples: 

19, 78, 150, 464, 222, 226, 331, 

430, 511, 582, 665-666, 724-
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725 

 

 

Does the electronic/digital/online version of the materials: 
Point 

Value 
Comments/Examples 

27. The material has “platform neutral” technology (i.e., will run on 

Windows or other platforms) and availability for networking. 
1 

The Program Resources offer 

technology tools for teachers 

including an Audio Library and 

Visual Teaching Package, as 

well as an Interactive Student 

Text on CD. See the following 

pages for examples: 31, 142, 

237, 298, 425, 540, 612 

 

28. The material has a user-friendly and interactive interface allowing the 

user to control (shift among activities). 
1 

A variety of technology tools 

give students and teachers the 

opportunity to engage in 

different activities. See the 

following pages for examples: 

105, 182, 258, 391, 496, 573, 

739 

 

 

 


